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Dan River Basin Association to Add Trail Features
Work will promote trail usage and connectivity to uptown businesses and extended Uptown Spur Trail
Martinsville, VA (August 4, 2009) – The Dan River Basin Association (DRBA) received $8,095 from The Harvest Foundation to help promote the Uptown Spur Trail and plan, develop, and install interpretative signage, enhanced rest areas and other amenities that will help make the Uptown Spur Trail even more inviting and accessible.  This work will be done in partnership with the City of Martinsville and Henry County as well as local trail advocates and users.  
DRBA will divide their work among three core areas: trailhead amenities, signage, and marketing.  An example project is an information kiosk on the trail.  With the Dick & Willie Passage scheduled to open in early 2010, the Uptown Spur Trail will be connected to locations stretching from Koehler to near the new Smith River Sports Complex.  This will create an opportunity to promote patronage of uptown businesses and restaurants to an increasing audience of trail users.  Working with local partners, DRBA will design and install the kiosk with a map of the streets in Uptown and information about points of interest.   
This trail enhancement project will complement the beautification project carried out by the Gateway Streetscape Foundation, also funded by the Harvest Foundation, which installed plantings, the new gazebo at the Depot Street trailhead, a crossing at Lester Street, and art work developed by a local artist.
The Harvest Foundation researches and responsibly invests in programs and initiatives to address local challenges in health, education, and community vitality. The Harvest Foundation is dedicated to making Martinsville / Henry County the residence of choice by enhancing opportunities and quality of life for all its citizens. The Harvest Foundation was established in 2002 from the sale of the Memorial Hospital of Martinsville & Henry County. For more information, please go to http://www.theharvestfoundation.org
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