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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Henry County, Martinsville City, and Carlisle Schools receive Harvest Funding 
Funding is for Phase II of Multi-year K-12 Education Initiative
Martinsville, VA (April 23, 2010) – Building upon the success of the previous six years of the K-12 Education Initiative implemented in the Henry County Schools, Martinsville City Public Schools, and Carlisle School, the Harvest Foundation has committed to five (5) years of funding for the Initiative, with the last two years contingent upon an evaluation of the first three years.  The support for Phase II of the K-12 Education Initiative will be in the amount of $4,385,000.
"Henry County is fortunate to have a community-based organization like The Harvest Foundation.  The investments they have made in the community have already yielded positive returns," said Anthony Jackson, Superintendent of Henry County Public Schools. “Investing in teachers and administrators through the Initiative means improved instruction and better prepared students which results in a more attractive place for potential employers.”

During Phase I of the K-12 Education Initiative, the local schools saw dramatic improvements in the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) Math and Reading scores. There was also a closing of the Achievement Gap that exists between and among the scores of students, with particularly dramatic gains in the performance of minority students and students with disabilities.  Phase II of the Initiative will assist in further professional and leadership development and technical assistance for the schools and evaluation of the impact of the program.

“A rising tide lifts all boats,” noted Dr. Scott Kizner, Superintendent, Martinsville City Public Schools, “and the work of our teachers, administrators, and staff, supported by The Harvest Foundation, has been instrumental in helping all of our children succeed.” “We are fortunate to have a community that supports public education and a school board and staff that are committed to the highest levels of professionalism and excellence for all children.” 
“The contribution from The Harvest Foundation has enabled our schools to quite literally transform what we are providing to the students. The Initiative has given us hope, a sense of direction and a sense of purpose that has led to positive change in our community,” added Simon Owen-Williams, Head of School of Carlisle School.
Angela Logan, Program Officer, The Harvest Foundation, noted that “Our teachers and administrators come in every day feeling that students can succeed, regardless of their background. Our schools have adopted strategies to ensure that Adequately Yearly Progress (AYP), as measured by the Virginia Department of Education, has become the rule, not the exception, and we are delighted to continue to partner with our districts as they work to move our students from ‘good’ to ‘great.’” 
The Harvest Foundation researches and responsibly invests in programs and initiatives to address local challenges in health, education, and community vitality. The Harvest Foundation is dedicated to making Martinsville / Henry County the residence of choice by enhancing opportunities and quality of life for all its citizens. The Harvest Foundation was established in 2002 from the sale of the Memorial Hospital of Martinsville & Henry County. For more information, please go to http://www.theharvestfoundation.org
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