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Southern Virginia Recreation Facilities Authority awarded Harvest Foundation funding for Smith River Sports Complex
Sports Complex continues to prove effective at drawing crowds
Martinsville, VA (June 17, 2010) – The Southern Virginia Recreation Facilities Authority has received a three year operational grant from the Harvest Foundation in the amount of $865,895.  The funding will be used to support the Authority and its programs at the Smith River Sports Complex over the next three years starting July 1, 2010.
"The Authority greatly appreciates the Harvest Foundation’s on-going support for our operations and programming.  The Smith River Sports Complex is poised to become a driving force in our community’s tourism related economy ", said the Authority’s director of operations, Billy Russo.
The Smith River Sports Complex opened in the late summer of 2009 and has hosted several college, high school, and youth oriented sporting events.  Many more are planned for the coming months and the facility is increasingly utilized for non-athletic community and cultural events.  From field sports to walking and canoeing, hundreds of local residents and thousands of out of town guests have taken advantage of the complexes’ top quality recreational facilities.
“The Sports Complex is an incredible asset for our community”, said Harvest senior program officer, Jeffrey Mansour.  “It is fulfilling its intended purpose of attracting tourists to sporting and other events while offering community members an attractive place to enjoy their favorite sports and pastimes.  The complex has tremendous potential to help us diversify our local economy.”
The Harvest Foundation researches and responsibly invests in programs and initiatives to address local challenges in health, education, and community vitality. The Harvest Foundation is dedicated to making Martinsville / Henry County the residence of choice by enhancing opportunities and quality of life for all its citizens. The Harvest Foundation was established in 2002 from the sale of the Memorial Hospital of Martinsville & Henry County. For more information, please go to http://www.theharvestfoundation.org
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